Why Should Your University Go PVC-Free?
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Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) is a toxic plastic which harms our environment and health throughout its lifecycle:

· Production: PVC plants pollute the air and groundwater of surrounding communities, often low-income neighborhoods of color, making the production of PVC a major environmental justice concern.  These communities suffer from high rates of cancer and other health effects due to the carcinogens vinyl chloride and ethylene dichloride that are released.
· Use: PVC products contain toxic additives like phthalates, lead and cadmium. These additives can leach from the product and be absorbed by the unwitting consumer. These additives have direct correlations with asthma, learning and developmental disabilities, obesity, and even cancer.  

· Disposal: PVC products cannot be recycled. When PVC products are incinerated dioxins are released, which are a family of chemicals that were the main contaminants in Agent Orange; they are the most toxic chemicals we can be exposed to. 

PVC is a pervasive material often found in flooring, roofing, carpeting, shower curtains, computers, binders, paperclips and more. Money spent by Your University is unfortunately fueling the environmental contamination of PVC production and disposal sites across the world, as well as our own campus. Fortunately, there are plenty of safer and cost-effective alternatives on the market.  Your university has an opportunity to demonstrate its leadership by adopting a PVC-free purchasing policy to reduce and phase out the purchase of PVC building materials and office supplies where healthier, affordable products are available. 
Help Your University Go Green! Join the Your University PVC-Free Campaign
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