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Toxics Action Center
We believe everyone has the right to breathe clean air, the

right to access clean water, and the right to live in a

healthy, sustainable community with a government that

operates responsively and democratically. Our mission is

to make those rights a reality by working side-by-side with

communities, empowering you with the skills and

resources needed to prevent or clean up pollution at the

local level. Since 1987, we have organized

over 1000 community groups and

trained over 20,000 individuals

across New England to put together

plans and strategies to effectively

solve the problems they face.



Background on Toxics Action Center 



First case to causally link health 

impacts with the environment



Neighborhood Assistance Program

●Information and Education

●Organizing Assistance, Community Organizing 

Trainings and Leadership Development

●Expert and Activist Referrals

●Networking and Movement-building Events 
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Community Organizing Trainings
We work side by side local groups to 

develop strategic plans and tactics 

needed to tackle environmental problems. 

We provide consultations on:

● Campaign Planning

● Messaging & Materials Development

● Group Building & Recruitment

● Fundraising

● Planning for Public Hearings

● Winning Community-wide Votes

● Planning Media Events

● Interpreting Test Results 

We also provide ongoing assistance and 

leadership development through phone 

conversations, individual meetings with 



The issues we work on:

Energy

Pesticides

Waste

Toxics
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The PFAS Story



What makes this family of chemicals 

unique?

▪ Persistence

▪ Complexity

▪ Versatility

Highly fluorinated chemicals

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs)

Perfluorinated chemicals (PFCs)

Note: Fluorinated chemicals are not the same as fluoridated water.
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PFAS Contamination Nationwide
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Highly Fluorinated Compounds – Social & Scientific Discovery 

June 14-15, 2017 Northeastern University, Boston



The National PFAS Contamination Coalition 

envisions a PFAS-free world where people are 

not exposed to any PFAS, where poisoned 

people’s health is protected, where there is 

justice for harms and deaths from past 

exposures, and where regulations change so 

that nothing like this can ever happen again.





PFAS Conference

Speakers include Rob Bilott, Ken Cook, Linda Birnbaum, and more!

Hosted by Testing for Pease, Toxics Action Center, the Social Science 

Environmental Health Research Institute at Northeastern University, Michigan 

State University, Whitman College, Silent Spring Institute, and the US EPA
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Thank You!


