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Mentoring a Movement
Empowering People

Preventing Harm

About the Center for Health, Environment & Justice

CHE] mentors the movement to build healthier
communities by empowering people to prevent
the harm caused by chemical and toxic threats.
We accomplish our work by connecting local
community groups to national initiatives

and corporate campaigns. CHE] works with
communities to empower groups by providing
the tools, strategic vision, and encouragement
they need to advocate for human health and the
prevention of harm.

Following her successful effort to prevent further
harm for families living in contaminated Love Canal,
Lois Gibbs founded CHE] in 1981 to continue the
journey. To date, CHE] has assisted over 10,000
groups nationwide. Details on CHE]J’s efforts to
help families and communities prevent harm can

be found on www.chej.org.
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Chapter 1

History of Love Canal

The history of Love Canal began in 1892 when
William T. Love proposed connecting the upper
and lower Niagara River by digging a canal six to
seven miles long. By doing this, Love hoped to
harness the water of the upper Niagara River
into a navigable channel, which would create

a man-made waterfall with a 280-foot drop into
the lower Niagara River, providing cheap power.

However, the country fell into an economic
depression and financial backing for the project
slipped away. Love then abandoned the project,
leaving behind a partially dug section of the canal,
sixty feet wide and three thousand feet long. In 1920,
the land was sold at public auction and became a
municipal and chemical disposal site until 1953. The
principal company that dumped waste in the canal
was Hooker Chemical Corporation,a subsidiary of
Occidental Petroleum. The City of Niagara and the
United States Army used the site as well, with the
city dumping garbage and the Army possibly
dumping parts of the Manhattan Project and

other chemical warfare material.

In 1953, after filling the canal and covering it with
dirt, Hooker sold the land to the Board of Education

for one dollar. Hooker included in the deed transfer
a “warning” of the chemical wastes buried on the
property and a disclaimer absolving Hooker of any
future liability.

Perhaps because they didn’t understand the potential
risks associated with Hooker’s chemical wastes, the
Board of Education began in 1954 to construct an
elementary school on the canal property. The 99th
Street School was completed by 1955, opening its
doors to about 400 students each year.

Homebuilding around the old canal also began in

the 1950’s. However, homeowners were never given
any warning or information that would indicate that
the property was located near a chemical waste dump.
Most families who moved into the area were unaware
of the old landfill and its poisons. The one-time canal
looked very innocent, like any field anywhere. It
certainly did not appear to be a chemical dump

with 20,000 tons of toxic wastes buried beneath it.

In 1978, there were approximately 800 private
single-family homes and 240 lowincome apartments
built around the canal. The elementary school was
located near the center of the landfill. The Niagara
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Love Canal

River, to the south and a creek to the north of the
landfill formed natural boundaries for the area
affected by the migrating chemicals.

From the late 1950’s through the 1970, people
repeatedly complained of odors and substances
surfacing near or in their yards and on the
school playground. The city, responding to
these complaints, visited the area and covered
the “substances” with dirt or clay.

After years of complaints, the city and county
hired a consultant to investigate. In 1976, the
Calspan Corporation completed a study of the
canal area and found toxic chemical residues in
the air and sump pumps of a high percentage of
homes at the southern end of the canal. They also
found drums just beneath or on the surface, and
high levels of PCB’s in the storm sewer system.
Calspan recommended that the canal be covered
with clay, home sump pumps be sealed off and

a tile drainage system be installed to control the
migration of wastes.

However, nothing was done by the city with the
exception of placing window fans in a few homes
found to contain high levels of chemical residues.

In March of 1978, the New York State Department
of Health (NYSDOH) began collecting air and soil
tests in basements and conducting a health study
of the 239 families that immediately encircled the
canal. The Health Department found an increase
in reproductive problems among women and high
levels of chemical contaminants in soil and air.
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Chapter 2

Love Canal
Homeowners
Association

Love Canal Homeowners Association (LCHA)

was established in August of 1978 to give the
community a voice in the decisions made during
the Love Canal environmental crisis. LCHA
membership consisted of approximately 500
families living within a 10-block area surrounding
the Love Canal landfill. The community consisted
of bluecollar workers with an average annual income
of $10,000-$25,000. The majority of people worked
in local industries which were largely chemical.

The Love Canal Homeowners Association grew
out of another group established in June 1978,

the Love Canal Parents Movement. The Parents
Movement was started by Lois Gibbs, who lived
in the neighborhood and whose children attended
the 99th Street School. Ms. Gibbs, unaware of

the dump, was alerted first by newspaper articles
describing the landfill, its wastes, and proximity to
the 99th StreetSchool. Having a small sickly child
attending the school, Gibbs became very concerned
about the danger the landfill posed to the school.
She also realized that the school being built so
close to the landfill might have something to do
with her son’s poor health.

Gibbs first approached the School Board armed
with notes from two physicians recommending the
transfer of her child to another public school. But
the Board refused to transfer her child stating that if
it was unsafe for her son, then it would be unsafe for
all children and they were not going to close the
school because of one concerned mother with

a sickly child. Gibbs was angered and began talking
with other parents in the neighborhood to see if they
were having problems with their children’s health.
After speaking with hundreds of people, she realized
that the entire community was affected.

On August 2, 1978, the New York State Department
of Health (NYSDOH) issued a health order. The
health order recommended that the 99th Street
School be closed (a victory), that pregnant women
and children under the age of two be evacuated, that
residents not eat out of their home gardens and that
they spend limited time in their basements. A few
days later, the state agreed to purchase all 239 homes
in the first two rings of homes closest to the canal.

These unprecedented actions served to bring the
residents together to form a strong united citizens
organization, and served as the stepping stone to the
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Love Canal

establishment of the Love Canal Homeowners
Association. Within a week of the health order,
the residents held a public meeting, elected
officers and set goals for the newly formed
organization. All goals set at that time were

ultimately reached.

The Love Canal and the Surrounding Neighborhood
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Chapter 3

A Summary of Events

At the time of the first evacuation order in August
of 1978, the state established the Love Canal
Interagency Task Force to coordinate the many
activities undertaken at the canal. The task force
had three major responsibilities: the relocation
of evacuated families, the continuation of health
and environmental studies and the construction
of a drainage system to prevent further migration
of toxic chemicals.

Remedial Construction

A cross-sectional diagram of the Love Canal landfill
is shown below. Because of the close proximity to the
Niagara River, the water table in the canal would rise
and fall substantially. As this occurred, water would
mix with chemicals in the landfill and move out into
the community as “leachate.” As the water table rose,
so did the leachate which moved out through the
topsoil to homes built nearby. There was also an old
stream bed that crossed the canal and underground
sand layers that carried this overflow into the base-
ments of adjacent homes and throughout the com-
munity.

The cleanup plan consisted of a tile drain collection

system designed to “contain” the waste and prevent
any outward migration of chemical leachate. A graded
trench system was dug around the canal to intercept
migrating leachate and create a barrier drain system.
The containment system is shown below.

The leachate collected from the drain system is
pumped to an on-site treatment plant that uses a
series of filters, most importantly, activated charcoal,
to remove chemicals from the waste stream. The
remaining “clean” water is then flushed down the
sanitary sewer system. Chemicals such as mercury
and other heavy metals are not removed by this
treatment system.

A clay cap was placed over the canal as a cover to
minimize rainwater entering the canal surface, to

Love Canal Remedial Construction Plan
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Love Canal

prevent chemicals from vaporizing into the air and
to prevent direct contact with contaminated soil. The
20,000 tons of wastes are still buried in the center of
this community.

Although this system cost the state millions of dollars,
a monitoring system to determine its effectiveness
was not established until § years had passed.

Thus, there was no baseline data on contaminant
levels in the groundwater. Once the state began to
monitor the wells, they did find chemicals leaking
into the river. This was not surprising since there was
no bottom to the “containment” sytem. Other data
indicated that some contaminants were increasing

in the monitoring wells outside the canal. The state
ignored these data and pointed to other data that
indicated that the system was working.

Outside the Fence

Once the state had evacuated 239 families and began
the cleanup, they arbitrarily defined the affected area
and erected a 10- foot fence around the evacuated
area. This decision was arbitrary because at the time
nobody knew how far the chemicals had gone or
how many people were affected. At this same time,
the state began to make public statements that there
was no evidence of abnormal health problems outside
the fenced area. Consequently, the families in the
outer community became angry and began to look

ANT
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at the fence as though it fenced them in. The residents
knew there were health problems outside the first 239
homes because of a health survey that LCHA had
conducted.

The community quickly began to express their anger
and concerns. Even quiet and retiring residents sud-
denly found themselves raising their voices in public
protest. The protests included mothers and fathers
with their babies and seniors who were ready for re-
tirement. They marched into the streets on Mother’s
Day, carried symbolic coffins to the state capitol, and
held prayer vigils.

The residents also picketed at the canal every day for
weeks in the dead of winter, hoping someone would
hear them and someone would help. Their children
were sick, their homes were worthless and they were
innocent victims.

Because of the pressure created by the protests and
the persistence of the community, the state was forced
to address the community’s concerns. They gave the
residents “concessions” such as an extensive safety
plan, a scientist-consultant of their choosing whose
salary was paid by the state, and a $200,000 Human
Services Fund to pay some of the residents’ medical
expenses. But, residents did not want concessions.
They wanted and needed to be evacuated as the first
239 families were.

6 Center for Health, Environment & Justice | Mentoring a Movement, Empowering People, Preventing Harm



Chapter 4

Community
Health Studies

With the help of a dedicated volunteer scientist,
LCHA began to interview families. Once the data

was collected, they plotted the results on a map and
immediately noticed a clustering of diseases in certain
areas of the neighborhood. Elderly residents sug-
gested that the clusters seemed to follow the path of
old stream beds that had crossed the canal many years
ago. LCHA looked at old aerial photographs, geo-
logical survey maps and personal photographs that
residents brought forth. One of these photographs
showed an old stream bed which appeared to be 10-
feet deep and more than 20-feet wide. These stream
beds crossed the canal carrying water to and from

the Niagara River. When the area was developed, the
stream beds were filled with dirt and building rubble
through which water flowed easily. Even though there
was no surface evidence of these stream beds, they
provided an easy pathway for chemicals to flow out of
the canal.

The scientist who helped the residents with their
health study was Dr. Beverly Paigen, a cancer research
scientist at Roswell Memorial Institute in Buffalo,
New York. The data was collected by interviewing
each family using a questionnaire. More than 75% of

the homes outside the fenced area were included in
the study. The 239 families who lived closest to the

canal were not included because they were already

evacuated.

Thus, the results were an underestimate of the total
health damages in the community. The study was
completed in February, 1979.

Study Area [ . : )
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Love Canal

Findings

The LCHA's study found increases in miscarriages,
still births, crib deaths, nervous breakdowns,
hyperactivity, epilepsy, and urinary tract disorders.
Each of these disorders were plotted on a map
using dots to represent each case. Many of the
dots clustered around the old stream beds or
“historically wet” areas. On the following maps,
homes and streets have been removed so that no
family would be identified. The “wiggly” lines are
the underground streambeds and the closed shapes
are the ponds or wet areas.

Miscarriages & Crib Deaths

The first map (Map 1) shows the miscarriages that
occured at Love Canal. Each black dot represents
one miscarriage. As can be seen, the families located
in the ponded area had multiple miscarriages. Also,
the majority of these miscarriages occurred on or
near a “wet” area.

When the observed miscarriages were compared
to the number of miscarriages that occurred in the
same women before they moved to the Love Canal,
miscarriages were found to have increased 300%.
Most of these miscarriages occurred in women
who lived in the historically wet areas.

LCHA also examined the pregnancies that occurred
between January 1979 and February 1980, the
construction period. This study found that out

of 22 pregnancies occurring among Love Canal
women, only four normal babies were born. The

AN
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rest of the pregnancies ended in a miscarriage,

stillbirth or a birthdefected child.

-

Miscarriages and Crib Deaths

Pregnancies

Before moving to Love Canal 714
After moving to Love Canal 155

Relative Risk = 3.0

Miscarriages

61
39

Percentage

8.5%
25.2%

Map 1
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Birth Defects

The LCHA also investigated the number of birth
defects in the Love Canal community. Map 2
shows the homes where birth defects were found.

When comparing the number of birth defects
in historically wet areas with homes outside
these areas, there were almost three times as
many birth defects.

Importantly, no birth defects were found in
homes located on the stream bed that did not
cross the canal. The study also showed that during
the S-year period from 1974 to 1978, 56% of the
children in the Love Canal neighborhood were
born with a birth defect (9 birth defects among

~
Birth Defects in Children Born
During 1974-1978 in Wet Areas

Children born 16
No. of Birth Defects 9
Percentage 56%
. J
4 o N\
// o
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Map 2

Community Health Studies

16 children born) that included three ears, double
row of teeth, and mental retardation.

Nervous Breakdowns

Another condition that was increased in Love Canal
residents was nervous breakdowns including suicide
attempts and admissions to a mental hospital. The
table below shows that people Iving in historically
wet areas were six times more likely to have nervous
breakdowns as those living in dry areas.

The black dots shown on Map 3 represent either
a nervous breakdown, suicide attempt, or an
admission to a mental hospital. No one was
included that reported only a ‘nervous condition’.

4 )
Nervous Breakdowns
Living in Adults Breakdowns %
‘Wet Areas 149 13 8.7
Dry Areas (South) 226 N 2.2
Dry Areas (North) 286 2 0.7

Relative Risk = 6.3 wet vs. all dry areast

mDZDMN M<Oor

Map 3
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Love Canal

Kidney and Urinary Systems

Many of the chemicals in Love Canal are also known
to affect the kidneys and the urinary system. Map 4
and the table show an increase of almost 300% in
urinary tract disorders. LCHA found a great number
of the canal children to have urinary tract disorders.
The study showed more disease on the streambeds
that intercepted the canal when compared to the
streambed that did not cross the canal.

4 ™
Urinary Tract Disorders

Living in Adults Disorders %
Wet Areas 314 22 7.0
Dry Areas 826 21 2.5
Relative Risk = 2.8
. J
4 N\
"""" T
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Combined Health Disorders

Map S shows all the diseases combined. Remem-
ber that this data represents an underestimate of
the health damages at Love Canal, since it does not
include the 239 families who recieved the highest
exposures and who were evacuated.

LCHA presented these findings to the state health
authorities who quickly dismissed the study calling
it “useless housewife data,” saying residents’ illnesses
were all in their heads, the birth defects were genetic,
and the urinary disease the result of sexual activity
(in a five-year-old boy??).

So, the community went back to the streets and
explained their problems to the public in order to
gain the public support needed. Thousands of people
soon began to write letters and send telegrams to the
Governor, to legislators and to the President of our
country. Residents created so much pressure and
public outcry that the health authorities were forced
to investigate their claims.

On February 8, 1979, after the health department
looked at the reproductive problems in the outer
community, they confirmed the homeowners’
findings and issued a second evacuation order for
pregnant women and children under the age of two.
This evacuation was a step in the right direction, but
it was still not enough. It was not until October of
1980 that a total evacuation of the community was
ordered by President Jimmy Carter. Everyone who
lived at the Love Canal had the option of moving
away, with the government purchasing their homes
at fair market value.

It is unfortunate that everything done at Love
Canal, from the health studies to evacuation, was
done for political reasons. None of the decisions
were based on scientific evidence. LCHA truly
believes that if it had not been for the large, strong
citizen organization, families would still be living
at Love Canal with the health authorities saying
there were no health problems.

For these same reasons, in September, 1988, portions
of the Love Canal area were declared “habitable,” by

10 Center for Health, Environment & Justice | Mentoring a Movement, Empowering People, Preventing Harm



Community Health Studies

the NY State Department of Health. But the state ( A
never declared that these areas were “safe.” The 239 T — '
homes closest to the canal have been demolished
and the remaining homes may be sold to new
families. The homes that will be reinhabited are
still contaminated, still unsafe. There have been
no cleanup measures taken around the homes,

O
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which were found to have several toxic chemicals

in their yards. Only the creek and sewer systems i
were cleaned.

(_

//\\\\&t

In the case of Love Canal, history will most likely

repeat itself. The deeds contain a clause stating that <
if the new owners become sick, harmed, or die due
to the Love Canal wastes, the city, state or federal
governments will not be responsible. This clause is
similar to the “Hooker Clause” in the earlier land
transfer in 1950.

In conclusion, it is important to add that canal
families didn’t know that they were being exposed
to poisonous chemicals, nor were they aware that

rDzIPN M<O

chemical wastes were being dumped in our rivers,

soil, and air. Love Canal awoke a community to the

unpleasant and unfortunate realization of how toxic
wastes affect our lives, and destroy our environment.
Residents at Love Canal always believed that the ~
government would automatically protect them. '

They were wrong; in some cases dead wrong!

Residents learned at Love Canal that even low levels
of chemical exposure have an effect on the human \- J
body, and that the government will protect you from Map 5
this only when you force them to. If you think you’re

safe, think again. We can count only on ourselves
to safeguard our families” health through vigilance,
knowledge and collective action.
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Chapter 5

Key Dates and
Events at Love Canal

April, 1978 - Niagara Gazette Newspaper reporter
Michael Brown writes a series on hazardous waste
problems in Niagara Falls, NY including the Love
Canal dumpsite.

April, 1978 - Residents of area, become concerned
about health risks from Love Canal after reading
Brown’s articles and called local and state health
authorities for answers.

April 25, 1978 - New York State Health
Commissioner, confirms that a public health
hazard exists in the Love Canal community.
Commissioner orders the Niagara County Health
Department to remove exposed chemicals from
the site and install a fence around the area.

April, 1978 - Lois Gibbs, resident and mother of
two children, begins to canvass the neighborhood
with a petition to close the 99th Street School
located near the center of the dumpsite. Gibbs’ five
year old son attended kindergarten in that school.

May 19, 1978 - New York State Health Department
meets with residents for the first time to explain
potential hazards of exposure to toxic chemicals

in and around homes.

August 2, 1978 - A small group of residents drives to
Albany, NY to present their petition to close the 99th
Street School to the NYS Health Department.

August 2, 1978 - The New York State Commissioner
of Health declares a State of Emergency at Love
Canal and orders the 99th Street School closed

and a clean up plan to be undertaken immediately.
He also recommends that pregnant women and
children under two who live in the area immediately
surrounding the Love Canal landfill should move.

August 7, 1978 - The President of the United States
declares the Love Canal neighborhood an emergency
and provides funds to permanently relocate the 239
families who live in the first two rows of homes that
encircled the landfill site. Families that lived in the
remaining 10-block area, including Lois Gibbs’ family,
were told they were not at risk.

February 8, 1979 - A second evacuation order was
issued by the New York State Department of Health.
This order recommended that pregnant women

and children under the age of two who lived in the
10 block area outside the first evacuation zone of
239 homes should leave. In this case, once the child

www.chej.org m chej@chej.org



turned two years of age or the pregnancy terminated,
the family was to move back into the contaminated

neighborhood.

September 8, 1979 - 300 additional families

who lived within the 10 block neighborhood were
temporarily relocated as a result of health problems
caused by chemical exposures from the clean up
activities.

May 17, 1980 - Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) announces the result of blood tests that
showed chromosome damage in Love Canal
residents. Residents were told that this meant

they were at increased risk of cancer, reproductive
problems and genetic damage.

May 19, 1980 - Love Canal residents, frightened

by the news of chromosome damage and angered
by the lack of government action to relocate their
families from the serious public health risks of living
near Love Canal, “detained” (held hostage) two
Environmental Protection Agency representatives.
Love Canal families challenged the White House

to relocate all families by Wednesday (May 21st)

at noon or “What we've done here today, will look
like a Sesame Street picnic compared to what we’ll
do then,” said Lois Gibbs, President of the Love Canal
Homeowners Association.

May 21, 1980 - White House agrees to evacuate all
Love Canal families temporarily until permanent
relocation funds could be secured.

October 1, 1980 - President Carter visits Niagara
Falls signs the appropriation bill that provided the
funding for permanent relocation for all 900 families
who wished to leave.

December 20, 1983 - Lawsuit filed by 1328

Love Canal residents was settled for just under

$20 million dollars with Occidental Chemical
Corporation, a subsidiary of Occidental Petroleum.

One million dollars was set aside for a Medical
Trust Fund.

September 1988 - New York State Department of
Health (NYSDOH) completes a five year Habitability

Key Dates and Events at Love Canal

Study and concludes that portions of the Love Canal
neighborhood were “as habitable as other areas of
Niagara Falls” NYSDOH refused to declare these
areas safe.

G 431dVHO

September 15, 1989 - People from across the
country joins former Love Canal residents in
Albany, New York at the capitol, to protest the
decision to move new families back into the Canal.

January 19, 1990 - Lois Gibbs and others meet with
E.P.A. Administrator William Reilly in an attempt

to block the resettlement of the northern portion of
Love Canal.

April 1, 1990 - Community leaders from across the
state and nation came together with the one-time
residents of Love Canal and held a major rally in
Niagara Falls to protest the resettlement.

August 15, 1990 - Love Canal Revitalization Agency
renames a portion of Love Canal, Black Creek Village,
and announces that 9 homes were available for sale to
the general public.

November 28, 1990 - The first new family moves
into Love Canal, but further efforts to sell homes
moved slowly. Regional banks were unwilling to
accept mortgages for Love Canal homes.

April, 1992 - Federal Housing Administration
agrees to provide mortgage insurance to families
who wished to purchase Love Canal homes.

September, 1992 - the 93rd Street School building
was demolished.

June 22, 1994 - Occidental Petroleum agrees to pay
$98 million to cover New York State’s cleanup costs.

January §, 1995 - Occidental Chemical, a subsidiary
of Occidental Petroleum, takes over full operations
and maintenance of the chemical waste treatment
plant at Love Canal.

December 22, 1995 - Occidental Petroleum agrees
to pay $129 million to cover the federal government’s
cleanup costs at Love Canal.

August, 1997 - The New York State Department of

P.O. Box 6806 | Falls Church, VA 22040 | Phone: 703.237.2249 | Fax: 703.237.8389 | www.chej.org 13



Love Canal

Health, was awarded a $3 million federal grant to
conduct a follow-up health study of the families
who lived near Love Canal before 1979.

July 24, 1998-- Congressman John J. LaFalce (D-Th.
of Tonawanda) announces that the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has agreed to request the
City of Niagara Falls that the agency demolish the

63 remaining homes in the portion of the Love
Canal Emergency Declaration Area (EDA) deemed
unsuitable for residential use.

August, 1998 - A playground was built on the
southern section (not habitable) section area of

the neighborhood.

14 Center for Health, Environment & Justice | Mentoring a Movement, Empowering People, Preventing Harm
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August 21

August 25

August 26

August 29

August 30

19789

State Task Force meeting at Love Canal. Dr. David
Axelrod announced the chances of a woman suffering

a miscarriage are 30 to 45% or two to three times the
normal. Axelrod said the state's policy on relocation
remains unchanged, women who were contemplating preg-
nancy cannot be temporarily relocated, until you become
pregnant and are certified by theilr pnysician.

Approximately 25 Love Canal residents have temporarily
left their homes after chemical fumes in the area caLsed

-

many of them to become violently ill.

Day Care Center has a much higher absentee rate of Love
Canal children than any ordinary group of children. After
checking the absentee rate the LCHA discovered over S0%

of Love Canal children were absent with the same symptoms
while the other children who attend the same center and
are not separated in any way have only 2 out of 20 child-
Ten absent. '

Dr. James Dunlop, the school physician recommended that
93rd Street School be closed as a precautionary measure.
He had received word from the Health Department sources
that Black Creek, which is behind the school, is contami-
nated with dicxin.

Robert Flacke, Commissioner of the State Department of

tnvironmental Conservation (DEC) met with Love Canal resi-
dents to discuss problems with the remedial construction
work. Residents complalnec apout the construction and
safety plan, accusing the state of not following the
safety plan, having too many trenches open at a time,
making it impossible to accurately monitor emissions of
fumes in the area. The meeting then became an emotional
scene when area residents, who became 1ll and were living
in a school dormitory, demanded some type of permanent
relocation more suitable for family living.

Niagara Falls Board of Education voted umanimously to

close 93rd Street School. 450 children are transferred
downtown. Tne Board based its decision on recommendations
from the superintendent and school physician, that the
school be closed for at least a year, until further testing
of toxic contamination can be evaluated. Although the
school may be unsafe for children to attend, the Health
Department is aliowing children to live across the street
from that same area.

E
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Board of Education agreed to bus children to four oth
elsmentary schools because of the 95rd Strest School

closing this year.

ne State Attorney General's office requested information
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from the Health Department on data collected in the
3,000 health questionnaires submitted by past and pre-
sent residents of Love Canal.

The tile drainage SfStﬂm was uncovered on 10ist Street
and Wneatfield where residents told the state they would
find it. Tne pipes had been placed in the ground years
ago and long-time residents say the pipes follow the
swales and connect to the canal. The State has never
fully investi 53L8d the pipes, where they go, what they
contain, and if they do transport contaminates from the

canal.

Twenty-three families are now temporarily relocated in
local hotels. The families have been told they must leave
the hotel because of full bookings with the Labor Day
weekend. Residents became very fearful with the thought
they may have to return home, the place they just fled
from because of illnesses.

Senator John Daly and Assemblyman Matthew Murphy wrote

a letter to the Governor urging that the state purchase

at fair market value the home of any resident wishing

to leave. Their letter also blasted the Federal Govern-
ment for their callous disregard for residents and
pointed to its active involvement in relief eiforts

during the "Blizzard of 77''. The letter also asked the
Federal Government to relocate residents of LaSalle
Development, z Federal Housing project in the neighborhood.

Over 120 people have now left Love Canal because of ill-
nesses believed to be connected to the construction ac-
tivities which have caused odors, dust, etc. The residents
nave moved from the hotels to Stella Niagara Education
Center dormitories.

There are now 231 Dersons who have evacuated to Stella
Nlagara for temporary housing. Residents will soon have
to leave because of students who will soon be arriving.

The State Love Canal relocation officials told residents
who were temporarily relocated that they must have a
medical certification before they can be put in long

term housing. Tne certification must state the individual
is acutely 111, coincidental in time and causally related
to the construction.

k Federzl assis-

=3
=3

Lois Gibbs went to Washington, DC to see
tance for residents of love Canal. In h
Visit, she met with Congressman Jonn LaF
Daniel Moynihan, R.D. Folsom, a policy s
Wnite House, Dr. David Rall, National Ins
vironmental Health Sciences, Douglas Cost

alce, Senator
taffer from the
titute of En-
le from ths
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State and Federal officials discussed the need for addi-
tional work on Love Canal. Both admit the tile and trench
collection system and clay cap 1is not the total answer to
the problem, such as the swales or old streambeds.

State announced it is costing $7,500 daily to house the
Love Canal residents in area motels. Totzal cost as of
September 11, 1979 was $57,000.

Lois Gibbs met with Health Commissioner David Axelrod in
Albany. Lois Gibbs characterized the meeting as very un-
productive. She only received a promise that ner complaints
would be looked into and the health information she re-
quested would be given to her when it became available, The
same story she received in August 1978.

'"Nova', the science documentary, aired a nation-wide show,
"A Plague on Our Children" which included z segment on
Love Canal.

About 900 claims, seeking a total of §2.4 billion, have
been filed against the city, county, and school board. The
Association attorney Richard Lippes asked the court to ex-
tend the time for filing notices of claim or to rule that
the claims already filed were timelv. The judge ruled the
request would be decided during case trials.

Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden visited Love Canal and pledged
To join the fight of Love Canal residents for permanent
relocation. Jane blamed corporate greed for the Love Canal
situation and Tom said ''corporate law breakers' such as
Hooker should be responsible for cleaning up situations
like Love Canal. They pledged to carry our plight nation-
wide beginning with Albany tomorrow.

Four Republican members of the State Assembly toured the
Love Canal area. All expressed snock at what they saw.
They said they would work harder to bring aid to the area
and believed the families had a legitimate complaint.

The anniversary of a seven year-old child who died one
year ago today. We believe his death was due to chemical
exposure and could have been avoided.

Senator Daly and Assemblyman Matthew Murphy met with the
Governor to seek relocation for residents. Governor

Carey responded by stating that they do not have the money,
that the state does not have unlimited resources.

Health Deparument announced the findings of resistant
mosquitoes at Love Canal. Because mosquitoes that bres

in Love Canzl have a continual exposure to pesticides,

they may have a resistance to conventional pesticides.
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The motel obtained a court order, requiring the families
to show cause why they should not be evicted. Hotel of-
ficials and Love Canal Homeowners Association attorney
Richard Lippes met in court and agreed on a settlement.

Residents put out public plea for temporary housing on
TV, radic, and through the local papers. Some families
as a result of the Dlea and with the assistance of the
Ecumenical Task Force found housing, but many were forced
to return home.

Concentrations of dioxin has been found in Bergholtz Creek,
the northern most boundary of the Love Canal neighborhood.
It abutts the 93rd Street School property. Dioxin was
found at 31 parts per billion in sediment samples and

5 parts per billion in a cray fish sample taken downstream.
A Health Department official said the health hazard posed
by the findings are impossible to determine, yet the
Health Commissioner stated no exposure to dioxin is safe.

Congressman John LaFalce wrote a letter to President Carter
stating he 'has reached the limits of his endurance' in
trying to deal with Federal bureaucracy, he added that
"approximately 500 families have suffered needlessly over

the last several years because the Federal covernmenu has

not responded adequately". Tne Congressman asked the
President for his direct intervention and forceful leadership.

The Federal Environmental Protection Agency sent & team of
scientists to Love Canal to begin &ir samﬁlmc in the
neighborhood. This will be a preliminary study. Aif tests
will be taken in only a few homes. :

The Ecumenical Task Force has moved their office out of
the Love Canal neighborhood because of the potentia

health threat to staff and volunteers.

Governor Carey named Mayor Michael O'Laughlin to head the

new task force handling the Love Canal situation. He also
named other burﬂaucrats to the task force and did not in-

clude any commmity representatives.

The Town of Wheatfield will install sewer lines in their
portion of the Love Canal n21gnborqood even though most
families have applied for the State to purchase their
homes and tne board is willing to take the risks of en-

countering dioxin and other compounds during the construction.

The team of scientists from the Environmental Protection
Agency returned to re-sample homes to insure what the
found in the first air samples were nommal.
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However, the '"Revitalization :and Stabilization Committes'
headed by the Mayor of Niagara Falls was established to
encourage people to move back into the area.

Chemical contamination was found both inside the main

water intake pipe and below it in the bedrock. The con-
tamination is believed to have come from a Hooker Chemical
and Plastic Corporation chemical dump located about 200
yards from the treatment plant. In order to protect the
City's water supply, it may be necessary to replace at
least 1,725 foot section of the intake and possibly -another
3,600 feet pending further tests.

The Niagara Falls City council agreed to pay Newco $370,648
for repairs and extra work they performed during the canal
remedial clean-up. The Council decided not to take Newco
to court because of defects in the leachate collection sys-
tem they originally installed to stop the migration of
toxic wastes from the canal. Newco originally billed the
city for $§312,211 for the extra work to correct their own
mistakes.

Falls Mayor urged the Governor to ask the State Legislature
for another §10 to 15 million to restore the canal aresa to
2 stable commmity status. In adcition to the money, the
Mayor asked the Governor to have State Legislature form a
non-prafit corporation to handle the purchase of canal homes.
The Mayor ammounced the four goals of the Task Force for
stabilizing and revitalizing the Love Canal area, which -are:
1) Completion of appraisals for over 400 homes, whase
owners want to sell; 2) Forming ‘@ corporation to buy ‘and
resell the homes; 5) Seeking additional $10 to 15 million
e o« . 5 .

ror the program; 4) Plamning rehabilitation measures for
the canal. The goal the Mayor szid is to overcome the

Love Canal problem and put it behind the commmity - not
constantly remind everyone of a Love Canzl problem that
someday will be history.

The US Justice Deparmment subpoenaed the State Health

- Department records on Love Canal for use in the Federal

govermment's $124 million civil suit against Hooker
Chemical Corporation and its parent firm, Occidental
Petroleum Company. The Federal lawyers issued the sub-
poena because the State Officials would not turm over
their records voluntarily.

Revitalization open public meeting was at City Hall in
Niagara Falls. The meeting was emotionally charged with
the residents expressing their fears that there is not
enough funds to purchase all homes of residents who wish
to leave; the security in the area is poor with many
homes already severaly vandalized and gutted; residents
were upset that their tax money may be used to "'fix-up"





















































































“CHE] is the strongest environmental organization
today — the one that is making the greatest impact
on changing the way our society does business.” s uﬂmwru%!rﬁn

Ralph Nader PROHIBITED

“CHE] has been a pioneer nationally in alerting
parents to the environmental hazards that can

affect the health of their children.”
New York, New York

“Again, thank you for all that you do for us out here.
I would have given up a long time ago if I had not
connected with CHE]J!”

Claremont, New Hampshire

Center for Health, Environment & Justice
P.O. Box 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040-6806
703-237-2249 chej@chej.org www.chej.org





